
Waiting, Watching, Candle Lighting- we practice discernment defined as “perception in the
absence of judgment with a view to obtaining spiritual guidance and understanding.”

December 5: Love
December 12: Joy

December 19: Peace
December 26: Letting in the Gift of Jesus

WELCOME: This year as we hear the gospel of Luke it invites us to listen not only with
our ears, but also with our hearts. Worship is a time to pause, pray, and seek spiritual
guidance. Time waiting is not wasted time- it’s an opportunity to allow us to hear the
guidance of God’s Spirit and discern how and where we are being called to love, serve and
grow.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who alone does wonders,
who lifts up the lowly,
who fills the hungry with good things.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God for whom we wait,
in the presence of one another,
we confess our sin before you.
We fail in believing that your good news is for us.
We falter in our call to tend your creation.
We find our sense of self in material wealth.
We fear those different from ourselves.
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We forget that we are your children
and turn away from your love.
Forgive us, Blessed One,
and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you!
Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
☩ your sins are forgiven.
You are children of the Most High,
inheritors of the eternal promise,
and recipients of divine mercy.
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Opening Hymn ACS 1005:
Ask the Complicated Questions
Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE,
License #A-719272 All rights reserved.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

FIRST READING
December 5: Malachi 3:1-4
December 12: Philippians 4:4-7
December 19: Micah 5:2-5a
December 26: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26

  L: Word of God, word of life:
C: Thanks be to God

THE TIME WITH THE CHILDREN

GOSPEL READING
Response after the Announcement:

L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. C: Glory to you, O Lord
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December 5: Luke 3:1-6
December 12: Luke 3:7-18
December 19: Luke 1:39-55
December 26: Luke 2:41-52

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
December 5:

Prepare the Royal Highway LBW 26
December 12:

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry LBW 36
December 19:

Savior of the Nations, Come LBW 28
December 26:

Lo, How a Rose is Growing LBW 58

THE NICENE CREED:
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
L:  Hear Us, O God
C:  Your mercy is great

SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of our waiting and watching,
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives
to the service of all your people.
Prepare the way before us
as we meet you in this simple meal,
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.
Amen.

Communion Hymn:  ACS 962
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COMMUNION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Most High God,
you have come among us at this table.
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

SENDING HYMN ACS 905:
We Are Waiting for Jesus
Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE,
License #A-719272 All rights reserved.

SENDING HYMN FOR DEC 26th:
Go Tell it on the Mountain LBW 70

SENDING
L: Go in Peace to Love, Serve, and Grow.
C: Thanks be to God!
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